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uTslmﬂuaq\lﬂmqmaﬁ’uaanmmamaﬂ

® India’'s Look East policy represents its efforts fo culfivate extensive economic and
strategic relations with the nations of Southeast Asia in order to bolster its
standing as a regional power and a counterweight o the strategic influence of the
People’'s Republic of China. Inifiated in 1991, marked a strategic shift in India’s
perspective of the world. [t was developed and enacted during the government of
Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao and rigorously pursued by the successive

administrations of Atal Bihari Vajpayee and Manmohan Singh.
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uTslmﬂuaq\lﬂmqmaﬁ’uaanmmamaﬂ

Background

® Ever since the Sino-Indian War of 1962, China and India have been strategic competitors in
South and East Asia. China has cultivated close commercial and military relations with
India's neighbour and rival Pakistan and competed for influence in Nepal and Bangladesh.
After Deng Xiaoping's rise to power in China in 1979, China began reducing threats of
expansionism and in turn cultivated extensive trade and economic relations with Asian
nations. China became the closest partner and supporter of the military junta of Burma,
which had been ostracised from the infernational community following the violent

suppression of pro-democracy activities in 1988.
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uTslmﬂuaq\lﬂmqmaﬁ’uaanmmamaﬂ

® India’'s “Look East” policy was developed and enacted during the governments of prime
ministers P.V. Narasimha Rao (1991-1996) and Atal Bihari Vajpayee (1998-2004). Along
with economic liberalisation and moving away from Cold War-era policies and activities,
India's strategy has focused on forging close economic and commercial fies, increasing
strategic and security cooperation and the emphasis of historic cultural and ideological links.
India sought to create and expand regional markets for frade, investments and industrial
development. It also began sirategic and military cooperation with nations concerned by the

expansion of China's economic and stfrategic influence.
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uTslmﬂuaq\lﬂmqmaﬁ’uaanmmamaﬂ

Relations with East Asian nations

® Although it had traditionally supported Burma's pro-democracy movement for many years, India's policy
changed in 1993, making friendly overtures to the military junta. India signed frade agreements and
increased its investments in Burma; although private sector activity remains low, India's state corporations
have landed lucrative contracts for industrial projects and the construction of major roads and highways,
pipelines and upgrading of ports. India has also increased its competition with China over the harnessing
of Burma's significant oil and natural gas reserves, seeking to establish a major and stable source of
energy for its growing domestic needs, countering Chinese monopoly over Burmese resources and
reducing dependence on oil-rich Middle Eastern nations.
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uTslmﬂuaq\lﬂmqmaﬁ’uaanmmamaﬂ

® Although China remains Burma's largest military supplier, India has offered to frain Burma's
military personnel and has sought their cooperation in curbing separatist militants and the
heavy drug trafficking affecting much of Northeast India. China's winning of confracts
harnessing more than 2.88-3.56 ftrillion cubits of natural gas in the A-1 Shwe field in the
Rakhine State and development of naval and surveillance installations along Burma's coast
and the Coco Islands has provoked great concern and anxiety in India, which has stepped

up its investment in port development, energy, transport and military sectors.
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uTslmﬂuaq\lﬂmqmaﬁ’uaanmmamaﬂ

® India has also established strong commercial, cultural and military ties with the Philippines, Singapore,
Vietnam and Cambodia. India signed free trade agreements with Sri Lanka and Thailand and stepped up
itfs military cooperation with them as well. It has numerous free frade agreements with East Asian
economies, including a Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement with Singapore and an Early
Harvest Scheme with Thailand, while it is negotiating agreements with Japan, South Korea, and
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) member states. Ties have been strengthened with
Taiwan, Japan and South Korea over common emphasis on democracy, human rights and strategic

interests. South Korea and Japan remain amongst the major sources of foreign investment in India.
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uTslmﬂuaq\lﬂmqmaﬁ’uaanmmamaﬂ

® While India has remained a staunch supporter of the "One China” policy and
recognised the People's Republic of China on the mainland over the Republic of
China authorities on Taiwan, it has, nevertheless, pursued a policy of increasing
engagement with the island. India has stepped up engagement with East Asia
fueled by its need for cooperation on counter-terrorism, humanitarian relief, anti-
piracy, maritime and energy security, confidence-building and balancing the

influence of other powers, notably China.
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uTslmﬂuaq\lﬂmqmaﬁ’uaanmmamaﬂ

® Driven by the fact that more than 50% of India's frade passes through the
Malacca Strait, the Indian navy has established a Far Eastern Naval Command off
Port Blair on the Andaman and Nicobar Islands. India has also been conducting
joint naval exercises with Singapore (SIMBEX) since 1993, with Vietnam in 2000
and has engaged in joint patrols with Indonesia in the Andaman Sea since 2002.

Japan and India were also members of the tsunami relief regional core group in
the Indian Ocean in 2004 along with Australia and the United States.
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uTslmﬂuaq\lﬂmqmaﬁ’uaanmmamaﬂ

Relations with China

® While India and China remain stfrategic rivals, India's "Look East” policy has included
significant rapprochement with China. Since 1993, India began holding high-level talks with
Chinese leaders and established confidence-building measures. In 2006, China and India
opened the Nathu La pass for cross-border trade for the first time since the 1962 war. On
21 November 2006 Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh and the Chinese President Hu

Jintao issued a 10-point joint declaration to improve ties and resolve long-standing conflicts.
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uTslmﬂuaq\lﬂmqmaﬁ’uaanmmamaﬂ

® Trade between China and India increases by 50% each year, and is set to reach
the $60 billion target set for 2010 by both Indian and Chinese governments and
industrial leaders. However, China's close relations with Pakistan, skepticism
about India’'s annexation of Sikkim, and Chinese claim over Arunachal Pradesh
have threatened the improvement in bilateral relations. India’'s providing asylum fo

the political-cum-spiritual leader, the 14th Dalai Lama also causes some friction in
bilateral ties.
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uTslmﬂuaq\lﬂmqmaﬁ’uaanmmamaﬂ

® Chinese commentators have been crifical of India's Look East policy. A People's
Daily editorial opined that the Look East policy was "born out of [the] failure" of
India’s frying to play the Soviet Union and the United States against each other
for its own benefit during the Cold War, and that trying fo do the same with
China and Japan by strengthening its ties with the latter would also fail. A
columnist at the China Internet Information Center criticized the Look East policy
as being borne out of a misguided "fear of China" and as reflecting "a lack of

understanding of the PLA’s strategic ambitions”.
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Parficipation in organisations

® India has developed multilateral organisations such as the Mekong-Ganga
Cooperation and BIMSTEC, forging extensive cooperation on environmental,
economic development, security and strategic affairs, permitting the growth of
influence beyond South Asia and without the tense and obstructive presence of
Pakistan and China that has stalled its efforts in the South Asian Association for

Regional Cooperation.
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uTslmﬂuaq\lﬂmqmaﬁ’uaanmmamaﬂ

® India became a sectoral dialogue partner with ASEAN in 1992, a full dialogue
partner in 1995, a member of the Council for Security Cooperation in the Asia-
Pacific, a member of the ASEAN Regional Forum in 1996, and a summit level
partner (on par with China, Japan and Korea) in 2002. The first India-ASEAN
Business Summit was held in New Delhi in 2002. India also acceded to
ASEAN's Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in Southeast Asia in 2003.
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uTslmﬂuaq\lﬂmqmaﬁ’uaanmmamaﬂ

®* In many cases, India's membership to these forums has been a result of attempts
by the region to balance China's growing influence in the area. Notably, Japan
brought India info ASEAN+6 to dilute the ASEAN+3 process, where China is
dominant, while Singapore and Indonesia played a significant role in bringing India
into the East Asia Summit. The United States and Japan have also lobbied for

India's membership in the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation.
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® Numerous infrastructure projects also serve 1o tie India closer to East Asia. India
is participating in the UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the
Pacific initiatives for an Asian Highway Network and the Trans-Asian Railway
Network. Discussions are also proceeding on reopening the World War ll-era
Stilwell Road linking India’'s Assam state with China's Yunnan province through

Myanmar.
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uTslmﬂuaq\lﬂmqmaﬁ’uaanmmamaﬂ

Assessment

® Commerce with South and East Asian nations accounts for almost 45% of India's
foreign frade. Although its efforts have met with considerable success, India trails
China in the volume of trade and economic ties it enjoys with the nations of the
region. India's cultivation of friendly relations with the military regime of Burma
and its reluctance to criticise or pressure it over human rights violaftions and

suppression of democracy has evoked much criticism at home and abroad.
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AINOENISURAARYSININAE

® The 2013 Korean crisis, also referred to as the North Korean crisis by media,
was an escalation of tensions between North Korea and South Korea, the United
States, and Japan that began because of United Nations Security Council
Resolution 2087, which condemned North Korea for the launch of
Kwongmgf)ngs()ng—B Unit 2. The crisis was marked by extreme escalation of
rhetoric by the new North Korean administration under Kim Jong-un and actions

suggesting imminent nuclear attacks against South Korea, Japan, and the United
States.
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AINOENISURAARYSININAE

®*In 1957, the United States withdrew from the article 13(d) in the Korean Armistice
Agreement, which prohibited the foreign signatories from sending additional
equipment to Korea. The US subsequently sent nuclear weapons to Korea in
January 1958, such as MGR-1 Honest John. This led North Korea to forward
deploy their froops to the border, so if hit with a nuclear weapon, it would also
affect their counterparts, South Korea and United States. North Korea also
requested help as early as 1963 with developing its own nuclear weapons 1o

counter the perceived threat of nuclear war in Korea.



We3%1n19

Division of Academic Affairs

AINOENISURAARYSININAE

®*In 1994, Following North Korea's threat to withdraw from the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty, United States and North Korea entered into an Agreed
Framework. In 2003, North Korea chose to withdraw from the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty. Since then it has been subject to a series of sanctions by
the UN Security Council concerning its nuclear program. These sanctions include:
Resolution 1695, Resolution 1718, Resolution 1874, and Resolution 2087.
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AINOENISURAARYSININAE

®*In April 2012, Kim Jong-un formally took over as leader of the North Korean ruling
party leadership. On 13 April 2012, North Korea attempted and failed to launch an
artificial satellite called Kwongmg()ngsf)ng-& which was planned to mark the
centenary of the birth of Kim ll-sung, the founder of the DPRK. The launch was
widely seen as a long-range missile test, of the sort that North Korea had agreed
to suspend in return for US food aid. North Korea has said it was no longer

bound by the agreement, which also banned nuclear tests.
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AINOENISURAARYSININAE

® In October 2012, days after South Korea and the US unveiled a new missile deal,
North Korea reported it had missiles that were capable of reaching the US

mainland. On December 12, 2012, North Korea launched a new artificial satellite

called Kwangmgf)ngsf)ng{% Unit 2 into space.
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AINOENISURAARYSININAE

® Most of the nations of the world condemned the action, including China, which by
a military pact is required to defend North Korea in the event of aggression. In
addition, historical rivals the United States, Japan and South Korea claimed that it
was a military trial for war, with the sole mission of provoking political
opponents.[citation needed]However, North Korean government said the launch

was solely to put a satellite into orbit, denying that it was a military trial.



We3%1n19

Division of Academic Affairs

AINOENISURAARYSININAE

® North Korea denounced sanctions UNSC imposed under UNSC Resolution
2087.[5] on the January 23 the government of North Korea announced the
continuation of their tests not only devoted to missiles, but clearly with an effort
to facilitate nuclear weapons purposes. Moreover, North Korea directly threatened

the U.S., announcing that they could launch long-range missiles against that

country.



We3%1n19

Division of Academic Affairs
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® We do not hide that we will launch a series of satellites and long-range rockets
and carry outf nuclear tests in the next higher level new phase of the struggle

against the United States, the sworn enemy of the Korean people.

—National Defense Commission of North Korea
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AINOENISURAARYSININAE

® The North Korean government accused the United States at the United Nations of
leading a "unprecedented movement against North® with new sanctions and
impeding Pyongyang's efforts fo develop ifs economy. State television also said
that "this has proven once again that the North must defend its sovereignty by
itself. It has become clear that there can be no demilitarization of the Korean

peninsula before the world has denuclearized".
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® On October 8, 2013, North Korea prepared its army and warned the United States
of a "horrible disaster”. A few days later, North Korea refused to sign a non-
aggression pact with the United States as it warned of “retaliatory strikes™ and
"an all-out war of justice”. It urged the United States to stop their military drills,
which was described as "nuclear blackmail®. Experts subsequently reported that
North Korea poised short-ranges missiles for a test off its east coast. On 21
October, North Korea warned South Korea of "merciless firing” if it continued fo

develop non-explosive shells that contain anti-Pyongyang leaflets.
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® On November 12, 2013, senior North Korean official Kim Tae-gil threatened the
United States, South Korea and Japan with a "nuclear catastrophe”. On November
22, North Korea threatened to turn South Korea's presidential office intfo a "sea of
fire" if they fry to provoke the country again. On December 17, North Korea floated
hundreds of propaganda leaflets into South Korea that threatened the "annihilation®

of the South Korean 6th Marine Brigade on the island of Baengnyeongdo.
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AINOENISURAARYSININAE

® On December 20, 2013, North Korea faxed South Korea a threat that it would
strike "without any notice”. The next day, South Korea sent their own threatening
fax that promised “resolute punishment” for any North Korean provocations. On
December 24th, Kim told the North Korean army to prepare for combat, with South
Korean President Park Geun-Hye describing the situation as "ominous”. On
December 28, Kim Jong-un ordered front-line soldiers to become "human bullets”
and "bombs” to protect him and more assigned soldiers appeared on the North

Korean-Chinese border.
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By 2025,
Australia will be
a more
prosperous and

Chapter 9 resilient nation,
Deeper and fully part of the

broader region and open
relationships to the world

Chapter 8
Building sustainable
security in the region

Chapter 7
Operating in
and connecting
o growing
Asian
markets
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